
 

 

City Council passes drone ordinance 
 
Drone sales are skyrocketing this year, 
and on top of the 700,000 already 

shipped to the US this year (CEA data), 
the Federal Aviation Administration 

expects over 1,000,000 more drones to 
be sold this holiday season. Reports of 
drones invading airspace at local and 

national airports have been on the 
increase and even commercial drone 

users have been heavily fined by the 
FAA for flying into airport airspace. The 
FFA does grant exemptions to 

commercial flyers, including film 
producers who must must be licensed 

pilots and most users follow basic rules. 
The FAA has been working on regulations but does not expect to have them ready 
until next year, and the regulations do not cover municipalities need for 

enforcement. Over the past couple years, I worked with hobbyists and commercial 
users to craft an ordinance with Ald. Burke that would allow the continued 

expansion of the multi-billion dollar industry, allow users to continue to enjoy the 
use of drones, but rein in rogue pilots who do not follow common sense rules as set 
inthe new Chicago ordinance. As the federal regulations are put in place, and as 

technology of drones advance, we will revisit the ordinance.  
 

The Chicago drone ordinance is the first of it's kind and came out well because of 
the collaboration between hobbyist drone users, public utilities, commercial users, 
and our office. If you decide to buy a drone this holiday season, Know Before You 

Fly, and check out the new Chicago drone ordinance before lifting off. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012-Fl7dBZ75v-mFkWeqULRJZd8-OJyV6A7qtq6qfIUPsO7x8exA4D1R8xOgQMuuAl3NzYrqlZ73PF8D1LMuRH-TEisnNtr_2O9tzQFxeFL9dMO4qKIZd-7JBYGm2EWbwQXynlJ00fwCCaWyrPUzFERTV7rB7Q9WHeLPb4tS8gZjwfcxR9msA39uDbTU0nVKY-Uh8PT3hidToShOhyWzimgT4rcxCwX_PwqXHaSaCZgIwPHlY6ks0qoMnfxf1mZqT6__zYnmG4MKn_Rnyk1N--Ab6gm3pUkxzUcM86lIh66plpPujdaC9Oy4zovNxSJXzLcE1d3l4RyGY30dHGCtHR1u8SZs4AUKAFOTyAEwZnlLw=&c=7F0vbaOUfCDhlIpQx72pmDKdA5pr91AuPRhE3QJgGS7c0zezhrcGLA==&ch=1uj-jCB55dECgx0SIzDKszD_rs85aR7BVu4D8y5OkhwONYpLejrNsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012-Fl7dBZ75v-mFkWeqULRJZd8-OJyV6A7qtq6qfIUPsO7x8exA4D1R8xOgQMuuAl3NzYrqlZ73PF8D1LMuRH-TEisnNtr_2O9tzQFxeFL9dMO4qKIZd-7JBYGm2EWbwQXynlJ00fwCCaWyrPUzFERTV7rB7Q9WHeLPb4tS8gZjwfcxR9msA39uDbTU0nVKY-Uh8PT3hidToShOhyWzimgT4rcxCwX_PwqXHaSaCZgIwPHlY6ks0qoMnfxf1mZqT6__zYnmG4MKn_Rnyk1N--Ab6gm3pUkxzUcM86lIh66plpPujdaC9Oy4zovNxSJXzLcE1d3l4RyGY30dHGCtHR1u8SZs4AUKAFOTyAEwZnlLw=&c=7F0vbaOUfCDhlIpQx72pmDKdA5pr91AuPRhE3QJgGS7c0zezhrcGLA==&ch=1uj-jCB55dECgx0SIzDKszD_rs85aR7BVu4D8y5OkhwONYpLejrNsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012-Fl7dBZ75v-mFkWeqULRJZd8-OJyV6A7qtq6qfIUPsO7x8exA4D1R8xOgQMuuAlAndegbbzwUjbhtDdUfBXZifVPkwDOvAgb26tX7GhYKL7-rETiHYqqTpYTHfoBzQ1sn7skffJ3sy0b9CZ1sD4C1HTHOnvYsJ3pgxCE0Ej8D4dAL67D11CKmTvASDTtyF47J2n4khdcESiAdiYrVKolR-I89A_MiHiwThu6FmrrGWANStldYjvHXndJVt5ZVvjNWol61FV8l8YjsUnhdbbrGxwed3ko_-arU7bccAEeC42_X8aCOWBOFdeOmMe784QHqlY0VYeFoli7v-IlS8Y43-qtwh_vg_CWwTbi9vpYcA5Pi-odtNFgSqeJHCqJ2xXiKQA4RrAYAqgFl_y0rCKo9LSHGZ5iM3pC4GlomZxjlYwCGrgl9YLunihi-otowh86zhx2AMOND7_9fICkrgy9w==&c=7F0vbaOUfCDhlIpQx72pmDKdA5pr91AuPRhE3QJgGS7c0zezhrcGLA==&ch=1uj-jCB55dECgx0SIzDKszD_rs85aR7BVu4D8y5OkhwONYpLejrNsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012-Fl7dBZ75v-mFkWeqULRJZd8-OJyV6A7qtq6qfIUPsO7x8exA4D1SRgnCaRR0Enjf2yGC7fcm65hJ_tCLnmvmATh62KyL24UUR8m5QI9O6crYPm4gXb48thckSBMH0t_fJ3iNwbM6sQBz0FSf3hiRpn-Bh-BwhDhaC9TnQ3AktQwflsYfLfudSwUZFmgLbw4AJpUlkMV6StWuhcPy5UEFlOmJoU9G2dZyxxdwjRaYrPqql4zbgj2UQ4D-hdUmL1oqnQ9wXDBBpi3yFHXgEIfr-qKLofHB4qdcsrLK4V2IZ4JQ3yS8PSn6uc09EsW5MMJ8myHCN2fyxdNzOS3R8x1RgpwL3uf5FR&c=7F0vbaOUfCDhlIpQx72pmDKdA5pr91AuPRhE3QJgGS7c0zezhrcGLA==&ch=1uj-jCB55dECgx0SIzDKszD_rs85aR7BVu4D8y5OkhwONYpLejrNsQ==

